Silverdale Borough Council

MINUTES for Council Meeting: February 2, 2026
1. Amy Montgomery Called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
2. Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call – Lisa Herrmann
ATTENDANCE – BOROUGH COUNCIL:


Myra Burne

Steve Cassel

Andy Constanzer


Paul Gunter



Dave Alderfer
Amy Montgomery


James Doherty


Jim Browne, Mayor

Steve Baluh, Borough Engineer

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Colby Grim, Solicitor

Dave Keightley, Solicitor
Limit individual comments to three (3) minutes and direct all comments to the Council President. Public comment is not for debate or answering questions, rather it is for “comment on matters of concern, official action or deliberation…prior to taking official action” (PA Sunshine Act, Section 710.1)

4. Approval of Minutes
· January 5, 2026 
A motion to approve the minutes of January 5, 2026, as submitted to Council.
A motion by Myra Burne, seconded by Paul Gunter,                              
Vote Call:
aye




 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay




abstain
and unanimously voted to approve the minutes of January 5, 2026, as submitted, with addition and changes
5. Public Input: NONE
6. Fire Chief Report – Fire Chief Seifert read the report for January 2026. It is on file at the Borough Office. He went on to explain that the company is now utilizing new software for their reports. He feels that it is beneficial because it synchronizes directly to the County. Deputy chief James Chevous has been outstanding in the implementation of the system. He explained all the assets it provides. 
Hilltown Township is doing a very extensive fire study with DCED. It is very extensive. They will hold quarterly meetings with all seven companies. It has not been determined how this will occur. 
Fire Hydrants- all hydrants have been cleared of snow for emergency access. 
2026 Fire Company list of contact information was distributed to members. 
Resolution 2026-2-FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT

Silverdale Borough, a political subdivision situated within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, has its office at 100 W. Park Avenue., Silverdale, Pennsylvania, 18962 and the Silverdale Volunteer Fire Company, a Pennsylvania non-profit corporation, having its principal location at 111 West Main Street, Silverdale, Pennsylvania, 18962 intending to be legally bound agree as follows:
A motion to approve Resolution 2026-2, Fire Company Agreement was put forth, 
A motion by Jim Doherty, seconded by Andy Constanzer,                              

Vote Call:
aye




 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay




abstain
and unanimously voted to approve the motion.
Jim Burne provided certificate of Insurance naming the Borough of Silverdale as additionally Insured.
7. Sewer Report – PWTA Representative, Jim Pruitt 
He advised the Council that the gpd for December was 41,850 excluding Hilltown Chase and Fox View Hunt. Minutes and flow reports from PWTA were distributed. There was one violation from the NPDES. The recorded level was                 3.9 inches of rain.
UV system install is underway. 
8. Solicitors Report – Colby Grim, Esquire, Not Present Mr. Dave Keightley Esquire
PWTA Agreement: Secretary will email document to Council for review. Questions should be sent to borough Office and then be forwarded to Mr. Grim and Mr. Keightley. 
Amending Ordinance 318; Vacation of SilverStreet Alley; action needed.

Ordinance 342- Ordinance to open the portion of the alley that was closed, amend ordinance 318, remove the gate.

 ORDINANCE NO. 342 
AN ORDINANCE OF SILVERDALE BOROUGH, BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, PROVIDING FOR THE OPENING OF A PORTION OF SILVER STREET ALLEY AT THE INTERSETION OF WALNUT STREET AND SILVER STREET ALLEY. 
A Motion to have Steve Baluh prepare revised plan, 
A motion by Amy Montgomery, seconded by Andy Constanzer,                              

Vote Call:
aye




 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay




abstain
and unanimously voted to approve the motion as put forth.
A motion to send notification to affected residents/property owners advising them of the change,

A motion by Paul Gunter, seconded by Myra Burne,                              

Vote Call:
aye




 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay




abstain
and unanimously voted to approve the motion as put forth.
A motion to have Solicitor prepare legal advertisement and post two times in newspaper.
A motion by Jim Doherty, seconded by Andy Constanzer,                              

Vote Call:
aye




 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay




abstain
and unanimously voted to approve the motion as put forth.
Baringer Avenue-License and Easements; brief discussion followed. 
Property Maintenance Ordinance 343- Mr. Keightley asked if there were any questions, comments, or revisions from Council. 
 
SILVERDALE BOROUGH Bucks County, Pennsylvania 
ORDINANCE NO. 343 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF SILVERDALE BOROUGH ADOPTING THE 2024 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE AS THE BOROUGH’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE.
A motion to have Solicitor prepare legal advertisement for future hearing. 
A motion by Amy Montgomery, seconded by Paul Gunter,                              

Vote Call:
aye




 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay




abstain
and unanimously voted to approve the motion as put forth.
The document is the same as originally presented with the addition of Bamboo as an invasive species. 
9. Engineer Report: - Baringer Avenue, -update. Bid Packet has been posted on Penn Bid. Mandatory pre-bid meeting scheduled for February 19, 2026. Bid Opening, via Penn-bid, March 6, 2026. Times to be determined. Secretary will secure both documents from Engineer. 
10. Activities Report – Lisa Herrmann
Maintenance- Tom Labb has been doing an excellent job. He cleared all snow from grounds during storm. He will be replacing corroded faucet/pipes in the men’s bathroom. 
Secretary contacted Steve Funk. He was instructed to replace all fallen and damaged signs. He has also been asked to fix inlet at Pino’s and manhole cover route 113. 
11. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Lisa Herrmann
· Financial statement for review. 
· Vote to Authorize and Ratify all Expenditures.
Secretary reported that she transferred $25,000.00 from Highway savings to checking to cover snow removal. 
A motion to authorize and ratify all expenditures as put forth was made.
A motion by Dave Alderfer, seconded by Jim Doherty,
Vote Call:
aye





nay





abstain

and unanimously voted to approve the motion.
12. PACC Report-Representative Clair Black; Mayor Browne reported on meeting. Minutes were distributed to members. 
13. Planning Commission- no report
14. Mayor’s Report – Mayor Browne; Proclamation of Emergency was declared for the winter storm. Amy Montgomery thanked Mayor Browne for all his postings and the proclamation in advance of the storm as well as his interaction with the public. 
Ambulance Report: Mayor Browne read the Ambulance reports for November December, and year end totals are on file at the Borough office. Advance Life Support services are in place. 
Police Report. The police reports for November and December were read; they are on file at the Borough Office. The year-end totals decreased by 22%. 
Snow Plowing- Next season- seek more bids through phone calls. 
Ring Camera-Incident involving underage runner and outcome was discussed. It is time for us to consider installing cameras at the park. Mayor Browne and Jim Doherty will research options.
Walnut Street-Pole was hit by truck-witnessed by Borough Secretary, additional car driver, and renter in apartment at Walnut Street. Incident was reported to Police. Mayor followed up. Pole has been temporarily braced. 
Snow Plowing complaints- Mayor explained contract agreement. Wenger Avenue, disabled car creating hazard. Park Avenue complaint. 
PennDOT meeting- Dave Alderfer and Mayor Browne attended meeting. Main points were discussed. The Borough can make repairs on state roads, submit invoices, and be reimbursed. 
Boot Camp for newly elected Officials- Mayor attended he stated that it was very well run and that he got a lot out of it. 
15. Electric Light Committee: Andy Constanzer- everything is in working order.
Have not obtained the school flasher plans yet for Mr. Doherty. 
16. Street Committee: Secretary reported on clearing process for the school crossing on Walnut Street. Bothe Mr. Abrams, Principal, and the facilities manager were notified after the first storm. AM crossing guard sent photos after the big storm. Area is not cleared. This is making it unsafe for the students as well as our Crossing Guard Employees. Recent photos were sent. Secretary authorized two guards to be present for PM dismissal on 1-28-26. Mayor also requested police presence if available. Mr. Abrams did respond and said he would make sure the issue is corrected. 
17. Finance Committee; report. Secretary has been in contact with Penn Community regarding loan for Baringer Avenue. Tentatively we would ask for a total loan amount of $400,000.00. This would cover the $267,000.00 grant, the $20,000.00 Borough contribution, and the anticipated overage for the project. All required documentation was given to Trever Harrison, Loan Officer. He is putting everything together to submit for review and to be analyzed. He is also recommending a 9-month interest only payment. With the option of a 5-year payoff. 
Discussion followed. Secretary followed with report. 
18. Personnel Committee- Members are working on the Employee Handbook,  
Staff hour revisions for the handbook, vacation, job descriptions. Committee met and are working on revisions and pay-scale updates. 
19. Economic Development Steering Committee-no meeting- Committee has collected surveys that were sent out. We will be completing graphs with responses. Once this is done, we should be ready to submit grant application. 
Scheduled meeting on February 17th, 2026, at 6:30 PM. 
Senator Jared Coleman- online seminar on Grant opportunities, Amy Montgomery will attend. 
20. Other Business: Zoning Hearing Board, Moser Tract 
The zoning hearing took place as scheduled on January 19, 2026, and Members approved the application.
Mr. Howard will be preparing the decision and serving all documentation within the 45-day deadline from the hearing date. All information will then be presented to the Bucks County Planning Commission, Borough Engineer, Silverdale Planning Commission and Borough Council. This will be for the Subdivision Land Development process. 
Code Inspections – permit applications- Secretary printed Code Inspections Application. Office staff would like to utilize these for residents and developers when applying for work. We are now required to submit everything online through Codes portal system. It displays the material as it is shown on their applications. This would help both the applicant and the staff to ensure all information is accurate. If not filled out properly it is automatically denied. 
They will be utilized in the future. Fee schedule should be reviewed and updated. 
Internet Service- Currently we receive Comcast internet service free. Secretary’s computer is Admin. While making entries we frequently lose connection. This is reflected in reports. Manually we have correct totals, but reports do not reflect all entries. Requesting getting a better service. This is also our tech support’s recommendation. Council stated that we have Altek investigate resolving problems. 
Public Input- Jim Pruitt inquired about what the Borough is currently charging for our EDU connection fee. The cost is $1,927.00. Amy Montgomery explained how fee is determined and why we could not raise the price. 
Limit individual comments to three (3) minutes and direct all comments to the Council President. Public comment is not for debate or answering questions, rather it is for “comment on matters of concern, official action or deliberation…prior to taking official action” (PA Sunshine Act, Section 710.1)

21. Adjournment
There being no further business brought forward Council President adjourned the meeting at 8:32 P.M.
A motion to adjourn was put forth,
A motion by Paul Gunter, seconded by Andy Constanzer,              
Vote Call:
aye



 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay



abstain

and unanimously voted on the motion.

Next Council Meeting scheduled for February 16th, 2026, 7:00PM
Next Planning Commission Meeting February 10, 2026, 7:00 PM

Next Community and Economic Development Meeting, February 17, 2026, 6:30 pm 
Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Herrmann,

Borough Secretary Treasurer
Silverdale Borough Council agendas are available on our website at www.silverdalepa.org , posted on office door, and at the meeting.

If you wish to be on the agenda, you must inform the borough office by the Wednesday before the Monday meeting. You must state what your topic is.

E-Mail – Silverdale@silverdalepa.org                        Phone – 215-257-5550
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