    
Silverdale Borough Council MINUTES  November 3, 2025
1. REGULAR MEETING 

Borough Council President Montgomery opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m.


Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance followed. 
2. Roll Call – Lisa Herrmann
ATTENDANCE – BOROUGH COUNCIL:

Steve Cassel
Myra Burne


Andy Constanzer


Paul Gunter



Dave Alderfer
Amy Montgomery


James Doherty



Mr. James Browne Mayor
Steve Baluh, Borough Engineer
Colby Grim, Solicitor
Limit individual comments to three (3) minutes and direct all comments to the Council President. Public comment is not for debate or answering questions, rather it is for “comment on matters of concern, official action or deliberation…prior to taking official action” (PA Sunshine Act, Section 710.1)
3. Approval of Minutes
· Minutes October 6th, and October 20th, 2025. 
A motion to approve the Minutes for October 6th, 2025, was put forth,
A motion by Paul Gunter, seconded by Andy Constanzer,              
Vote Call:
aye



 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay



abstain

and unanimously voted on the motion.
A motion to approve the Minutes for October 20th, 2025, was put forth,
A motion by Dave Alderfer, seconded by Andy Constanzer,              
Vote Call:
aye



 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay



abstain

and unanimously voted on the motion.
4. Public Input: Mr. Dave Nyman, Chairperson of the Advisory Board, Pennridge Community Center - 2025 Municipal report was distributed to Members. Mr. Nyman thanked everyone for their time. He followed with highlights from the year for the Community Center. This included financial status, how funds are received and what costs are incurred. 
Discussion included the building status; it is now 20 years old-he followed with recent repairs that were required. Rentals are their main source of revenue. Surrounding Communities continue to be supportive. They also have members who have left annual contributions in trusts. They exist and will continue in this status to provide service to local seniors. 
5. Fire Chief Report – Fire Company Chief Keith Seifert read the report for October 2025. It is on file at the Borough Office. 
Chief Seifert is requesting assistance from the Borough in applying for the Statewide Local Share Assessment grant to purchase a replacement Fire Engine. He followed with detailed background on the current 2001 truck that is in service. He also explained how other equipment could be updated as required. This grant is unique because there are no matching funds expected. Secretary prepared required Resolution. The Borough would be the applicant. Mr. Steve Barth met with the Chief and is aiding in writing the narrative for the application. The Fire Personnel will prepare and do all work for the grant. No additional work will be put on the Borough Office Staff, other than sending submittal. He is seeking Borough Council’s support in pursuing this opportunity. 
RESOLUTION 2025-9

Be it RESOLVED that the Borough of Silverdale of Bucks County hereby requests a 

Statewide Local Share Assessment grant of $ 900,000.00 from the Commonwealth Financing

Authority to be used for purchase of replacement Fire Engine Truck. 
Be it FURTHER RESOLVED that the Applicant does hereby designates Chief Keith Seifert

and Amy Montgomery, Council President as the official(s) to execute all documents 

and agreements between the Borough of Silverdale and the Commonwealth Financing Authority 

to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested grant.

I, Lisa Herrmann, duly qualified Secretary of the Borough of Silverdale Bucks County, PA 

hereby certify that the forgoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution duly adopted by a 

majority vote of the Silverdale Borough Council at a regular meeting held November 3, 2025, 

and said Resolution has been recorded in the Minutes of the Borough of Silverdale and remains 

in effect as of this date.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I affix my hand and attach the seal of the Borough of Silverdale
This third day of November 2025.
Silverdale Borough Council

A motion to adopt Resolution 2025-9, supporting Silverdale Fire Company in applying for the Statewide Local Share Assessment grant. 
A motion by Steve Cassel, seconded by Paul Gunter,              
Vote Call:
aye



 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay



abstain

and unanimously voted on the motion.
6. Sewer Report – PWTA Representative, Jim Pruitt; He advised the Council that the gpd for September, was 22,850 excluding Hilltown Chase and Fox View Hunt. Minutes and flow reports from PWTA were distributed. There were no violations from the NPDES. The recorded level was 1.71 inches of rain. The UV system is progressing. 
7. Solicitors Report – Colby Grim; Property Maintenance Ordinance-not completed. Will have prepared for review to be forwarded to Council prior to the December 1, 2025, meeting. 
8. Engineer Report: - Mr. Baluh; no report
9. Activities Report-update- Leaf Vacuuming took place on October 30th and 31st. 
Mr. Borelli cut the Park facility and did leaf clean-up on the property. Secretary authorized him to clean the gutters on the Borough Building. With heavy rain and storms, they were in jeopardy of pulling away. 
10. Economic Development Report: Secretary reported the following. Committee will continue to work on current ideas for the Community. Silver Street Park, grant opportunity from DCED, The Greenways, Trails, and Recreation Program (GTRP) in Pennsylvania provides 
funding for the planning, acquisition, development, rehabilitation, and repair of greenways, recreational trails, open space, parks, and beautification projects. The grant is for up to $250,000.00 with a 15% match. Applications are accepted annually between February 1, and May 31. 
This is something that we discussed with Sean O’Connor, Representative for Shelby Labs. Monies could be used to add new “older age appropriate” equipment and update any old items that may need repairs to the Al Reese Park. We could also utilize funds for benches, trees, etc. for the Silver Street Park. 
Council is in favor of the Committee working on the Grant opportunity.

Discussion between the Developer and Steve Detweiller continues. 
11. Treasurers Report; Lisa M. Herrmann

Ratify and Approve Expenditures, Lisa Herrmann reported. 
A motion to authorize and ratify all expenditures,
A motion by Dave Alderfer, seconded by Andy Constanzer


,              
Vote Call:
aye



 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay



abstain

and unanimously voted on the motion.
12. PACC Report; October Minutes were distributed to members.
Meetings are cancelled until January 2026. Mayor Browne followed with discussions of topics, and members present. 
13. Planning Commission Report: No meeting in October- Update to 113 E. Main Street. 
Mr. Moser’s Zoning application was submitted to Code Inspection for the Use of the Pole Barn and the Minor Subdivision/land Development for the lot line adjustment. It was denied. Council Members were given copies of the information. Sale is contingent on approval. Applicants have already submitted all information to proceed with Minor Subdivision and Zoning Hearing process. 
President Montgomery explained the process to Borough Council. She asked members if they had any opposition to the application and plan as presented. She explained non-conformities and impervious surface in detail. Council has no objections to Lot Line adjustment. The application process will now go to the Zoning Hearing Board. Secretary will contact all parties and proceed with requirements. Mr. Richard Howard, Weber, Kracht and Chellew will represent the Zoning Members. 
14. Mayor’s Report: Mayor Browne read the police and Ambulance report for October                                                  it is on file at the Borough office. Hilltown Police put out speed boards on Noble Drive. They will keep track of results and rotate. He also reported contractor fraud arrest in the Borough. 
Chalfont Emergency Medical Services, Inc. They sent correspondence seeking assistance to replace critical pieces of equipment. They provided a list of specific items. 

No report available. 
15. Electric Light Committee – Mr. Constanzer everything is in working order.
16. Street Committee – Dave Alderfer reported complaint of damage caused on Green Street. He explained the incident. Also followed with pole and wires being damaged by dump truck on green street. PP&L needs to remove the pole. Forward all photos to Amy Montgomery. 
Signal Service 113 and Walnut-Secretary received complaints from Police and residents on 9-8-2025 regarding signals out of alignment at the northeast corner of Rt. 113 and N Walnut. -Findings were that the express pole had been struck and damaged. Signals were straightened. We have now received an estimate to replace the pole. 
   Signal Service stated that once the pole is struck it is compromised. 
Mayor Browne secured Police report. Secretary reported all information to Univest Insurance. The claim has been reported to State Farm Insurance-carrier for the party responsible. They will call me to discuss claim. Secretary recommends replacing the pole at the cost of $9,220.00. 
Her concern is that since we were notified if anything occurs what would our liability be.

A motion to authorize Signal Service to replace pole at the price quoted $9220.00 was put forth, 

  
A motion by Steve Cassel, seconded by Jim Doherty,
Vote Call:
aye





nay 





abstain

and unanimously voted to approve the action
17. Personnel Committee-update- Maintenance job description, committee is revising. 
Committee should also revise Borough Handbook to reflect change in hours. 
18. Finance Committee- no update.
19. Building Committee no update: 
20. Preliminary 2026 Budgets; new budgets were prepared and presented to Council at the October 20th, 2025, meeting. All questions were answered by Secretary and Assistant Secretary Treasurer. If there are no further concerns, a motion to authorize advertising all budgets for the year 2026 will be made at this time. 
· General Fund- $709,861.84- Balanced 
· Sewer- $180,574.92-Balanced
· Fire - $31,652.97-Balanced
· Highway- $23,722.07-Balanced

Jim Doherty had concerns about what was stated in the past. He recalls the statement that if we built homes, we would not raise taxes. Secretary reported that the results of both Town Hall meetings and Surveys were by majority to build some homes- the Baldwin and Detweiller properties were specified, and to raise taxes in small increments annually. Explanations on road repairs and lack of funds followed. 
Mr. Doherty is requesting that Mr. Barth prepare new surveys and updated boards to let residents know what choices were made. Council did not make a motion to authorize this action. 
A motion to authorize advertising all 2026 Budgets was put forth,
A motion by Andy Constanzer, seconded by Steve Cassel,              
Vote Call:
aye



 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay



abstain

and unanimously voted on the motion.
Once advertised budgets can be adopted at the December 1st, 2025, meeting.
21. Other Business- Required Ordinances and Resolutions for the year 2026 were prepared by office staff. They were distributed to members of council. 
 Ordinance 340 AN ORDINANCE OF THE SILVERDALE BOROUGH
     COUNCIL FIXING THE TAX RATE FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2026
Tax rate for General Borough Purposes, the sum of fifteen mills on each dollar of assessed real estate valuation.
A motion to authorize advertising of Ordinance 340 was put forth,
A motion by Dave Alderfer, seconded by Andy Constanzer,              
Vote Call:
aye



 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay



abstain

and unanimously voted on the motion.
Ordinance 341 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE SILVERDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

FIXING THE FIRE TAX RATE FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2026
Fire tax rate, for the sum of 2.5 mills on each dollar of assessed real estate valuation or the sum of 2.5 mills on each dollar of assessed valuation.
A motion to authorize advertising of Ordinance 341 was put forth,
A motion by Jim Doherty, seconded by Andy Constanzer,              
Vote Call:
aye



 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay



abstain

and unanimously voted on the motion
Meeting Dates and Holidays can also be approved at that time. 

Discussion followed on changing the meeting time for Council to 7:00PM. Everyone agreed. Secretary will make chang prior to advertising. 
SILVERDALE BOROUGH 

SILVERDALE BOROUGH 2026 MEETING DATES

	MONTH
	Borough Council
7:30 PM
	Planning Commission
7:00PM
	Community and Economic Planning Committee
6:30PM
	Zoning Hearing Board
As needed

	JANUARY
	            5
	13
	20
	

	FEBRUARY
	2&16
	             10
	17
	

	 MARCH
	2
	10
	17
	

	APRIL
	6&20
	14
	21
	

	MAY
	4
	12
	19
	

	JUNE
	1&15
	9
	16
	

	JULY
	              6
	14
	21
	

	AUGUST
	3&17
	11
	18
	

	SEPTEMBER
	             8(Tues.)
	15
	22
	

	OCTOBER
	5
	13
	20
	

	NOVEMBER
	2
	            10
	            17
	

	DECEMBER
	7&21
	8
	15
	


Holidays CLOSED

Thursday- January 1st-New Year Day Off

Monday-January 19th-Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Monday- May 25th- Memorial Day 

Monday- September 7th -Labor Day

Thursday-November 26th- Thanksgiving

Wednesday-December24th-Christmas Eve

Thursday-December 25th-Christmas/Hanukkah
A motion to authorize advertising the 2026 Meeting Dates and Holidays was put forth,
A motion by Dave Alderfer, seconded by Steve Cassel,              
Vote Call:
aye



 FORMCHECKBOX 
nay



abstain

and unanimously voted on the motion
Meeting Dates and Holidays can also be approved on December 1st, 2025.

Secretary expressed concerns again about office staff having to provide personal information to access all government accounts. Staff are seeking confirmation on how to obtain Government ID. Will contact Brian Fitzpatricks office. 
Jim Doherty asked about signs for T6Game Link. Secretary will follow up with action.
22. Limit individual comments to three (3) minutes and direct all comments to the Council President. Public comment is not for debate or answering questions, rather it is for “comment on matters of concern, official action or deliberation…prior to taking official action” (PA Sunshine Act, Section 710.1) 
23. Adjournment
There being no further business brought before this Council; Mrs. Montgomery adjourned the meeting at 9:35 P.M.

A motion by Jim Doherty, seconded by Paul Gunter,           

Vote Call:
aye




nay 




abstain

and unanimously approved, to adjournment of the Silverdale Borough Council Meeting.

Next Council Meeting scheduled for December 1st, 2025, 7:30PM
Next Planning Commission Meeting November 11th, 2025, 7:00 PM
Next Community and Economic Development Meeting, November 18th, 2025
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa M. Herrmann

Borough Secretary/Treasurer
Silverdale Borough Council agendas are available on our website at www.silverdalepa.org , posted on office door, and at the meeting.

If you wish to be on the agenda, you must inform the borough office by the Wednesday before the Monday meeting. You must state what your topic is.

E-Mail – Silverdale@silverdalepa.org                                  Phone – 215-257-5550

